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Here's  some  spring  thoughts  about  electric  refrigerators  for  the  farm. 
My  information  comes  from  Miss  Clara  Nale,  Chief  Home  Electrification 
Specialist  of  the  Rural  Electrification  Administration  and  from  the  household 
equipment  specialists  in  the  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics.    During  the  past  few  years 

','iie  Las  boon  working  with  farm  folks  all  over  the  country  where  the  new  rural 
electric  lines  are  going  up,  and  she  says  that  one  of  the  questions  farm  women  most 
frequently  ask  about  electric  refrigerators  is  this:  11  What  are  the  things  I  should 
!cnow  when  I  go  to  town  to  select  my  new  refrigerator?" 

Well  here's  what  Miss  Hale  finds  that  farm  women  who  have  electric  refriger- 
ators consider  most  important: 

They  put  size  first.     The  average  farm  family  needs  at  least  a  six-cubic 
foot  size  for  food  storage  alone.     Of  course,  if  marketable  produce  is  to  be  stored 
in  the  refrigerator,  you  need  more  space.     One  to  one-and-a-half  cubic  feet  per 
perton  is  often  recommended  as  another  basis  for  determining  size.     Miss  Nale  re- 
ports that  many  farm  families  are  finding  the  eight-cubic  foot  refrigerator  a  real 
assot.    The  large  food  storage  capacity  pays  a  refrigerating  profit  in  keeping  the 
surplus  foods  in  good  condition  for  sale  in  local  markets  -  as  well  as  caring  for 
aore  food  for  hone  use  over  a  longer  period  of  time. 

•  •any  refrigerators  are  now  being  adapted  to  more  nearly  fit  rural  needs. 
Hiss  Kale  suggests  that  these  points  are  a  good  general  guide  in  buying  the 
dectric  refrigerator. 


-  n  - 

Jirst:    Select  refrigerators  manufactured  "by  established  companies,  and 
which  have  been  on  the  market  long  enough  to  be  thoroughly  tested. 
Second:    Buy  from  a  dealer  whom  you  know  will  live  up  to  the  guarantees 
as  to  service  and  repairs. 

Third:    Consider  the  essentials  needed  for  good  refrigeration  against 
the  non-essentials.     Extra  features  usually  cost  extra  money,  which 

-ht  hotter  be  saved  or  invested  in  another  piece  of  equipment.  Of 
course,  this  depends  upon  the  particular  needs  of  the  family.  Don't 
he  carried  away  with  "clover  little  devices  and  gadgets"  and  lose  sight 
.  f  the  refrigerator's  real  job  -  sa..'e,  economical  food  storage ! 
3e  sure  the  refrigerator  you  buy  has  a  one-piece  steel  cabinet,  and  a 
porcelain  enamel  lining  vrith  rounded  corners.     The  porcelodn  enamel  lining  should 
be  of  one-piece  construction  and  should  be  acid-resisting  in  the  bottom  of  the 
cabinet.    The  exterior  finish  of  the  cabinet  may  be  cither  porcelain  enamel  or 
synthetic  enamel.    Porcelain  enamel  is  usually  found  on  the  deluxe  models  and 
adds  $15.00  to  $20.00  to  the  price  of  the  refrigerator. 

Ehe  refrigerator  should-  also  be  quiet  in  operation,  have  good  thermostatic 
trol,  and  carry  a  guarantee  which  says  the  refrigerator  will  maintain  tempera 
tures  of  32  to  50°F. 

Other  desirable  features  are  an  automatic  defrosting  mechanism,  and  adjust 
able  shelves  to  accommodate  different  types  of  utensils.     Vegetable  containers  of 
sonc  type  are  essential  for  keeping  fresh  vegetables  crisp.     If  these  are  not 
supplied  wi  th  a  refrigerator  they  may  be  purchased  separately. 

The  metal  parts,  such  as  the  shelv.  s,  trays  and  other  hardware,  should  be 
of  a  nctal  that  will  not  tarnish  or  rust,  and  the  shelves  should  be  of  a  design 
that  will  not  allow  the  dishes  to  tip  over.     Sliding  shelves  are  a  desirable  con- 
venience, though  many  of  the  standard  refrigerators  are  not  equipped  with  them. 


« 


Divided  shelves  in  which  half  of  the  shelf  nay  be  removed  so  as  to  provide  for  the 

use  of  larger  containers  are  especially  convenient  in  the  farm  hone. 

Select  a  refrigerator  with  enough  ice  cube  capacity  to  care  for  the  needs 

of  the  family.    The  ice  cubo  compartment  should  be  enclosed  to  lessen  the  transfer 

of  food  odors  and  flavors. 

One  more  point:     Hef rigerators  nay  be  had  with  doors  opening  fron  either 
the  left-hand  side  or  the  right-hand  side.    A  refrigerator  with  the  door  opening 
on  the  ri^ht  costs  from  $2.50  to  $5.00  more  than  a  refrigerator  with  a  door  opening 
30  the  left.    Since  the  door  should  open  on  the  side  adjacent  to  the  preparation 
table  it  nay  be  more  economical  to  re-o,rrange,  if  possible,  the  preparation  center. 
?e  sure  to  consider  the  location  of  the  refrigerator  in  your  kitchen  before  decid- 
ing which  type  to  select. 


